
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   
 

   

  
  

  

  
  

   

                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 
   

 

 

 
 

 
 

Pope: Prayer is a humble dialogue, not a magic wand 

 

By Carol Glatz, Catholic News Service 

 

Pope Francis embraces Lidia Maksymowicz, 80,   
in the San Damaso Courtyard of the Apostolic 

Palace at the Vatican on May 26, 2021.  
(CNS/Vatican Media) 

Vatican City --- Prayer is not a magic wand  
or a way to ask God to be at one’s service, 
Pope Francis said. 
 

Prayer is a humble dialogue with God to grow 
spiritually and discover his will for the world, 
the Pope said on May 26, 2021, during his 
weekly general audience. 
 

“In prayer, it is God,” who must convert us, not 
we who must convert God,” he said. 
 

The audience was held in the San Damaso 
Courtyard of the Apostolic Palace, where 
attendees were obliged to wear masks, but 
many ignored social distancing rules as they 
crowded along the barricades to greet and 
speak with Francis. 

The Pope who had taken off his mask, spoke at length with people, blessing them or objects 
they had brought, drinking mate, swapping zucchettos and signing books. 
 

One of the many people the Pope spoke with was Belarus-born Lidia Maksymowicz, 80, who 
spent three years at the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp after she was sent there when 
she was 2 years old.  The Pope kissed the prisoner number tattooed on her left arm and the 
two embraced. In his main audience talk, the Pope continued his series on prayer by looking at 
how people can be certain God really listens to their prayers. 
                      
                                                                                                                                 Continued ……. 
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Teresa Yeo 

 

The Wild Boar and the Fox 

Reprint: The Aesop for Children (1919) 

 

A wild boar was sharpening his tusks busily against the stump 
of a tree, when a fox happened by.  Now the fox was always 
looking for a chance to make fun of his neighbours.  So he 
made a great show of looking anxiously about, as if in fear of 
some hidden enemy. But the boar kept right on with his work. 

 

“Why are you doing that?” asked the fox with a grin.  “There isn’t any danger that I can 
see.” “True enough.” replied the boar, “but when danger does come there will not be time 
for such work as this.  My weapons will have to be ready for use then, or I shall suffer for 
it”.      Moral of the story:  Preparedness for war is the best guarantee of peace. 

 

 Twelfth Year                                     April 2022 

Mission Statement:  To promote a purposeful, productive, healthy and happy lifestyle 

 Thus, the theme “From Cosmic Dust to Easter Garden” reinforces that we are dust and 
unto dust we will return to the garden --- the Garden of the Resurrection – the Easter 
Garden.  
  
Wow!  What a meaningful Lenten journey leading us to a glorious Easter. 

 

 Allelula  -  Christ has risen  –  Let’s have a joyous Easter!   



 
 
  

 

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

  

 

 

  
                          

 
   

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

“Sometimes our prayers seem to go unheard, what we have asked for --- for ourselves 
or for others --- is not fulfilled,” he said. 
 

“Why does he not respond to our requests?” the Pope asked. 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (2735) asks people to think more deeply about 
why they demand to see the results of their petitions.  “What is the image of God that 
motivates our prayer: an instrument to be used? or the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ?” it  says. 
 

The Pope said this passage warns people to avoid ”the risk of not living an authentic 
experience of faith, but of transforming the relationship with God into something 
magical.” 
 

“Prayer is not a magic wand,” he said. “It is a dialogue with the Lord.  Indeed, when we 
pray, we can give in to the risk of not being the ones to serve God, but of expecting him 
to serve us.” 
 

“When we pray, we need to be humble” and believing “that God will give me what is 
right to give. He knows,” the Pope said. 
 

People sometimes pray for the wrong reasons, keen to make sure God is with them, he 
said, “but few bother to check whether they are actually with God.” 
 

People need to pray God transforms their heart and to ask the right questions to 
discover what is best for their spiritual health, Francis said. 
 

However, what about when the prayer request is worthy and charitable, like for the end 
of a war that does not cease, or “when people pray with a sincere heart, when they ask 
for things that correspond to the Kingdom of God,” like when a mother prays for her 
sick child, the Pope said.  “Why does it sometimes seem that God does not listen?” 

 

Looking at the Gospels. Jesus heals many people, either responding to their pleas 
immediately or much later, the Pope said. 
 

Over time, people may see that some things do work out, “but in God’s way, the divine 
way, not according to what we wanted at that moment.  God’s time is not our time,” he 
said. 
 

“Evil is lord of the penultimate day,” he said, “the moment when the night is darkest, 
just before the dawn” when it is so tempting to believe the devil has won. 
 

But, the Pope said, “the evil one is never lord of the last day. God is the Lord of the last 
day.  Because that belongs to God alone, and it is the day when all human longings for 
salvation will be fulfilled.” 

 

“Let us learn this humble patience, to await the Lord’s grace, to await the final day,” 
when God solves everything, he said.                                                          Continued  ….. 
 

 

And many people pray that the Lord give them real faith, he said, because Jesus said faith 
moves mountains, and Jesus “feels special tenderness before that faith and he listens.” 

 

 

 

By Teresa Koh 

What a catchy theme with a cool video by our 
Franciscan Friars to appeal to us to save Mother 
Earth and make amends for our sins against God’s 
creation. 

  The 3 Franciscan Friars of the video. 

Once again I am thrilled by yet another meaningful project our Parish has planned for our 
Lenten Journey. Our Parish even came up with our own Lenten booklet with weekly 
reflections (for individual – families – Ministry groups) with the hope that the theme of creation 

can help us encounter and deepen our relationship with our Creator. . 

 

Together with this booklet, 
parishioners can pick up a small 
pot of plants (as a parallel) to 
help them focus and nurture 
their relationship with the Cross. 
They can bring back the pot of 
plants to Church to create the 
Easter Garden just as Christ 
was laid in a tomb in a garden 
and then was resurrected in that 

garden. 

 

Part of the 800 pot of  plants 
prepared for the 

parishioners to take home. 

              Continued ….. 

Senior Margaret Long at her  
prayer table with the pot of 

plant. 


